31  DECEMBER   1758                                                     347
of this settlement that we returned their letter and depositions without any
other reply than our sentiments of their behaviour, and that as we could not
on any account look upon our employers as responsible for the loss of the
ship St. Anne we should wave all further dispute and correspondence on that
subject. Thus ended this affair, and we hope Your Honours wiU approve of
our resolution not to admit of any claim on the Company for that loss, as it
was owing to no want of care in us, the Board having stationed two
sloops in the road with directions to the pilots on board to take charge
of and bring in Dutch ships and vessells on the same terms as those of
our nation.
87.    We have already taken notice of an expedition being set on foot to the
southward, the inducements to which you will be particularly informed of by
the Select Committee.   We shall only mention in this place that a ship being
wanted for the transportation of part of the troops ordered on that expedition,
and the owners of the Thames offering to carry as many as the ships would
accomodate, provided the Company would disburse the expences of the ships,
we accepted of the terms as extremely reasonable, and have ordered payment of
Captain Wedderburn's bill of charges amounting to current rupees 10169-13-3.
88.    We come now to speak of the visit paid the President by the Subah
of these provinces, an honor no European settled here ever received before,
and as it has been attended with all the good consequences we could wish to
reap from such a circumstance, it will, we flatter ourselves, reconcile Your
Honors to the expence and charge it has put this Company to, which are
greatly outweighed by the many advantages the Company's affairs have and
will continue to feel from the good understanding this visit has established
between the Nabob and the English.   As the expence we have been at on
this occasion may appear unnecessary unless the advantages apparendy over-
ballance the charge, we shall point out  a few of those advantages to your
observation, from which Your Honors will, we flatter ourselves, concur in
opinion with us of the eligibility of getting the Subah to conscent to this
condescension.
89.    We shall begin by mentioning that our ennemies had endeavoured
to sow the seeds of diffidence in the Nabob's breast by making him believe
we were not his real friends, and that we only waited for a favourable oppor-
tunity to remove him and set up another, and so far had this opinion prevailed
in the durbar that most of the Nabob's counsellors (and his son in particular)
were extreamly averse to his putting himself in our power by coming to
Calcutta, and had not Mr. Watts and Aumiberg [Umar Beg], the Phowsdar
of Hughley, taken great pains to obviate the impression their apprehensions
had made on the Nabob, we believe he would have declined the President's
invitation.   Upon his coming down and meeting with so polite a reception ^as
he did, he perceived the malice of those who had endeavoured to alarm him
against the English and was so well satisfied with our behaviour and deport-
ment that he expressed himself in going away in the warmest terms of friend-
ship and declared he should in future confide in the English even more than
in his own children.
90.    Another material consideration made it necessary to gain die Subah's
entire confidence and friendship, for Monsr. Lally with a large force being
arrived on the Coast, Fort St. David taken and an attack daily expected on